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PIGS HAVE A PLACE IN THE DAIRYING AREAS 
By P. McNAMARA, Pig Husbandry Adviser 
Pig-keeping could become a much more important feature on 
South-West dairy farms in the future with the enterprise as 
a definite farm-unit having a considerable effect on income. 
There are indications also that the collection of bulk skim milk 
and whey for pig feeding will increase in the future. This 
could make way for the efficient specialist operating large pig 
raising units close to the source of supply. 
In this article. Pig Husbandry Adviser P. McNamara, B.A. 
(Cantab.) examines pig-keeping in the South-West and makes 
suggestions on the part that pigs can play on the modem 
dairy farm. 
TRADITIONALLY, pigs have for many years been an adjunct to dairying, converting 
skim mi lk into a valuable product for sale and act ing as a useful source of addit ional 
income. Pig prices have always been notorious for the manner in which they f luctuate, 
and this uncertainty has prevented stabi l i ty in the industry; gluts and shortages recurr 
regularly in three-yearly cycles. 
Milk Markets Open to The Dairy Farmer 
In the past, apart from a number of 
farms supplying whole milk for the metro-
politan area, there was no alternative but 
to separate the milk on the farm, sell the 
butterfat and keep the skim milk. Today, 
the choice is wider and this has had an 
influence upon the pigkeeping pattern in 
the South-West. 
The whole milk demand for the city and 
towns in other districts has increased and 
this market is much sought after by those 
who f a m in areas close to the whole milk 
outlets. Pigs are seldom kept on these 
farms. 
In recent years, more and more milk has 
been collected from farms as whole milk 
for manufacturing which means that there 
is no skim surplus for pig feeding on the 
farm. The farmer accepts the equivalent 
of about 2d. a gallon for his skim when 
selling this way. 
In areas where there is no collection of 
whole milk the farmer must separate on 
the farm. It is on these farms that most 
pigs are kept. 
A Place for Pigs 
As mentioned earlier there are seldom 
any pigs on farms supplying fresh milk 
unless the farmer has a particular liking 
for them and runs a stud. When whole 
milk is collected by one of the manufac-
turing companies for processing into butter 
or cheese, the farmer again gives up pigs, 
accepting a small remuneration for his 
skim, and probably adding to the number 
of cows milked. It is on the farms where 
butterfat is still separated that there is an 
abundance of cheap food which will be 
wasted unless pigs or calves are raised. 
Calf rearing has its attractions, especially 
if the farm has a large cleared acreage 
on which the weaned calves can be carried. 
Calves can be fitted into the system very 
easily and there is the advantage of 
channelling the enterprise into one type 
of stock. 
Pigs are the alternative, and there is no 
doubt that a well run pig unit can be a 
very profitable secondary enterprise on this 
type of farm. 
Pig-Keeping on Dairy Farms 
On many farms, pigs are kept to clear 
up the skim milk and as long as they 
perform this task satisfactorily little more 
attention is paid to them. There is little 
doubt that pigs kept in this way perform 
a useful task, but their output is extremely 
small when measured against what a really 
good unit can produce. 
Skim milk is a valuable food, but if fed 
ad lib as a total diet, it does not produce 
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an ideal carcase, and little use is made 
of its valuable protein content. The reason 
skim is fed in such large quantities is that 
pigs are mostly kept in such small units 
that in the flush period there are not 
enough pigs to consume it. Again, due to 
the size of unit, labour saving devices are 
not used, buildings are inadequate, and 
the whole set-up is on a make-shift basis. 
If pigs are to make a substantial con-
tribution to the income on the dairy farm 
they must be regarded as an important 
enterprise in their own right, using the 
skim milk from the dairy herd, but not 
being entirely dependent upon it for their 
existence. 
Grain and meat meal must be bought 
in, a definite breeding and fattening pro-
gramme worked out, and the unit run on 
systematic lines. 
Size of Unit 
Naturally, this will depend to some extent 
on the size of dairy herd, but this must 
not be the overruling factor because in 
many cases it will mean that too few pigs 
are kept. 
Enough pigs should be kept to enable a 
reasonable return to be obtained on the 
capital invested in farrowing and fattening 
quarters, grain stores, and other fixed 
capital costs. None of these need be 
elaborate, but all must serve their purpose 
efficiently. One pig extra per litter will 
soon pay for a good farrowing pen even 
in a five sow herd, and the advantages 
of bulk buying of cereals are tremendous. 
Very often all milk is carried in buckets 
from the dairy to the pigs, whereas it 
could be cheaply piped, saving hours of 
labour. On farms where two or three sows 
only are kept, this is considered hardly 
worthwhile, but if the sows were stepped 
up to 10, or the fattening pigs from 25 to 
100, the task would become impossible due 
to the time wasted carrying the milk. 
A larger unit will encourage greater 
efficiency and give a better return thus 
enabling farmers to raise the whole 
standard of their farming practices. 
Pattern of Dairy Farm Pig-Unit 
Sows will be farrowed to benefit from 
the flush of milk which will gradually 
build up through the winter. The first 
litter is timed so that when the piglets 
are weaned there will be an increasing 
supply of skim for them to drink. This 
skim will be fed at perhaps a maximum 
of 1£ gal. per pig, the rest of the pig's 
diet being supplied by grain and grass. 
The second litter will arrive in time to 
use the end of the skim supply, but these 
will have to be sold at light weights or 
finished on grain and meatmeal. These 
pigs will be profitable only if fed a correct 
ration and not expected to thrive on water 
as a substitute for skim milk. 
The sows will be in pig through part of 
the hot dry summer, and they cannot live 
satisfactorily on grain, water, and dry 
grass. It is of the utmost importance that 
these sows be fed a correctly balanced 
diet which is well supplemented with 
vitamins—vitamin A being especially 
needed during the summer. 
Skim Milk and Whey from Factories 
As more and more whole milk is collected 
for processing, supplies of skim milk and 
whey from factories is becoming available. 
Surplus skim can either be dried for sale 
as dried skim milk or cleared by a con-
tractor for pig feeding. Both these 
schemes now operate in the South-West, 
contracts being granted to keep the factory 
clear of skim milk. Such contracts give 
the operator a vast supply of skim milk 
at negligible cost, and it can be understood 
why it is used as a total diet in this case. 
Often the operator will need to tip surplus 
in the bush. 
Whey is also removed by a contractor 
who guarantees to keep the factory clear. 
Whereas skim is a valuable protein, whey 
is very low in protein and a dilute form 
of carbohydrate. 
Considerable capital is needed to set up 
a large piggery and buy the pigs to use 
these quantities of skim and whey. Diffi-
culties are also encountered because of the 
sudden cessation of supplies at the end of 
the season. With a longer season, better 
feeding methods using limited cereals and 
more competition for supplies, this type of 
specialised piggery might well become a 
feature in the South-West. 
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The Future 
There is a demand for good quality pigs 
from an increasing population in this 
State and from importing States in the 
East. The well run pig unit on the dairy 
farm can add considerably to the income 
from the unit as a whole, helping to bring 
the farmer a better standard of living. 
If bulk collection of milk is to expand, 
and there is every indication that it will 
do, there will be a place for the efficient 
specialist who will operate a large unit in 
the vicinity of the factory. Unlike now, 
he will have to compete for his milk supply 
and will have to make use of its fullest 
potential. Protein feeds and grain will be 
bought in throughout the year in bulk lots. 
From this it would appear that although 
the number of pigkeepers will decrease, 
the number of pigs could increase with a 
considerable improvement in quality. 
Pig-keeping will still be a feature of the 
dairy farm, not just as an additional job 
that has to be done, but as a definite unit, 
the presence or absence of which would 
have a considerable effect on the farm 
income. 
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SKIM M I L K FOR PIGS 
Make the best use of it 
PIGS can live on skim mi lk alone, according to Pig Husbandry Adviser, P. McNamara. But 
skim mi lk fed alone has l i t t le bu t cheapness to commend it. 
The fu l l value is not obtained f rom the m i l k because it is bulky and unbalanced, especially 
for young pigs. 
Pigs fed solely on skim m i l k tend to have f labby and moist carcasses and their k i l l ing-out 
percentage is usually low. 
Despite this hundreds of pigs are fed only skim mi lk because farmers feel t h a t — " y o u 
can' t af ford to feed grain to p i g s " . 
However, sk im mi lk fed in conjunct ion w i th grain and grass is a diet hard to equal. 
Plan your pig uni t as a permanent feature and when skim mi lk is available use i t to 
the best possible advantage. But don ' t be whol ly dependent on i t . If the skim mi lk supply 
runs out replace it wi th meat meal . Use your pigs to convert waste products such as skim 
mi lk and feed-potatoes into cash—but get the best out of these feeds by balancing them into 
a correct rat ion. 
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For a better way to take care of your money 
talk to the people at the R & I 
Is your home or pocket a hiding place for lazy money? Money [m 
in odd corners of the house, in teapots, boxes, bottles, old socks, 
under mattresses, even in wallets or purses? Lazy money earns 
nothing. Put lazy money in an R and I Savings Bank Account where 
it will go to work earning the highest savings bank interest for you. 
Remember, the R and I is your bank for total banking SERVICE. 
THE BANK THAT LIVES HERE 
THE R & I PAYS HIGHER INTEREST ON YOUR SAVINGS ACCOUNT THAN ANY OTHER BANK 
Please mention th« "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.," when writing to advertisers 
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